READER’S GUIDE TO THE WARRICK-THOMPSON FILES
BOOK 1 - DARK MOON
MAIN CHARACTERS

Sarah Knight - Sarah is a nationally known criminal defense attorney who has just left
her partnership at Craig, Lewis, and Weller in New York to open a solo practice in San
Diego. The prominent scar on her left cheek is evidence of a mysterious past that she
refuses to talk about. When she is appointed to represent Alexa Reed, she is told “lose this
case or you’ll never work in this town again.”

Jim Mitchell - Jim is a former FBI agent who came to San Diego to start over after a
divorce that he admits was caused by his workaholic past. He misses his son Cody, who
lives in Baltimore with his mother. Jim’s air of kindness and honesty attract almost
everyone he meets including Sarah, who never dates employees. She hires him to be the
investigator on the Alexa Reed case.

Alexa Reed - Alexa is a former United States Supreme Court Clerk who married Michael
Reed, the son of Coleman Reed, a Supreme Court Justice. After she can no longer tolerate
Michael’s violence in their marriage, she seeks a divorce but loses custody of her children
to Michael. She is charged with the murders of Michael and psychologist Ronald
Brigman. She has no memory of the night Michael and Brigman were killed, but she
knows her gun was the murder weapon and her cell phone data puts her at the scene of the
crime.

Coleman Reed - Coleman is a sitting Supreme Court Justice determined to put Alexa on
death row for the murder of his son. Before his appointment to the court, Coleman was a
partner at San Diego’s leading firm, Warrick, Thompson, and Hayes. He uses his
influence with the judges and attorneys in San Diego who owe him favors to make sure
that Alexa’s trial will end in conviction.

Michael Reed - Michael is Coleman’s son and a partner at Warrick, Thompson. His taste
for call girls and his abuse of Alexa end his marriage. To torment her, he gains custody of
their two children, Meggie and Sam.

MINOR CHARACTERS

Alan Warrick - one of the founding partners of Warrick, Thompson, and Hayes. He
helps Alexa with under-the-table employment while Sarah is preparing for trial and



provides background information on Coleman’s time at the firm.

Ronald Brigman - the court-appointed psychologist who gave custody of Alexa’s
children to Michael Reed.

Margaret (Meggie) Reed - Michael and Alexa’s daughter, six years old.
Sam Reed - Michael and Alexa’s son, five years old.

David Spineli - Sarah prefers affairs with unavailable married men.
Tessa Spineli - David’s wife.

Myrna Reed - Coleman’s wife.

Maria Chavez - Maria is the Executive Director of Elite Call Girls.

Elaina Morales - Elaina is Michael Reed’s favorite call girl.



BOOK 2 - MIRROR, MIRROR
MAIN CHARACTERS

Jeff Ryder - After four years as an Assistant District Attorney to gain trial experience,
Jeff Ryder becomes a civil litigation star at Warrick, Thompson, and Hayes. By age
thirty-three, he is on the verge of being made a partner until Professor Marian Pappas and
her Innocence Project accuse him of convicting an innocent man by knowingly using
perjured testimony. Jeff knows he didn’t do it, and he sets out to redeem his reputation.

Chris Rafferty - When Chris has to leave the Navy Seals because of an injury, he joins
the San Diego Police Force while waiting to recover enough to rejoin the Seals. However,
when his body armor fails during a robbery investigation, he becomes a quadriplegic. Jeff
Ryder offers to sue the body armor manufacturer to help Chris and his family and to
restore his own damaged professional reputation.

Beth Rafferty - Beth is Chris’s wife. She struggles alone to support her family on her
fifth-grade teacher’s salary. Her life is hard and lonely, yet she cheerfully carries the load
because she loves Chris and their daughter, Abigail. Beth welcomes Jeff’s company and
his promise to win money damages from the body armor company. Night after night, she
invites him to stay for dinner because his presence cheers Chris, who rarely leaves the
house or has visitors. And despite her deep love for Chris, Beth cannot resist her growing
romantic attraction to Jeff.

Tony Lopez - Chris’s patrol partner who was with him the night he was shot and who,
ever since that night, provides support to Chris and Beth.

Maria Lopez - Tony’s wife who is Beth’s close friend and confidant. Maria is trying to
cope with Tony’s unfaithfulness.

Noah Hendricks - Noah is a Senior Deputy District Attorney and Jeff’s former boss.
Noah resents the perjury charges against Jeff and supports his efforts to clear his name.

Angela Hendricks - Noah’s wife

Marty Lewis - man Jeff is accused of convicting with perjured testimony.

Claire Chastain - Claire is a new litigation partner at Warrick, Thompson and Jeff’s law
school classmate and his best friend. Claire pulls any strings she can to help Jeff get back

on his feet after he is fired from the firm. Claire is the daughter of Tyndall E. Chastain,
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III, a pre-eminent corporate partner at Craig, Lewis, and Weller in New York. She
connects Jeff to Hugh Mahoney. She is deeply in love with Paul Curtis.

MINOR CHARACTERS

Hugh Mahoney - Hugh is a name partner at Goldstein, Miller, Mahoney, and Fitzgerald
and was once the most famous plaintiff’s attorney in America. Now he runs a private
innocence project with his daughter Erin. He agrees to provide the resources that Jeff
lacks to be successful in the Rafferty case.

Joe Sanders - Hugh’s top investigator who helps Jeff at Hugh’s request.

Marian Pappas - Marian is Jeff’s nemesis. She is a professor of law at the California
Western School of Law and the head of the Innocence Project. She was killed with Jeff’s
gun on the night Jeff slept with Beth Rafferty.

Dillon Reese - the man Jeff wrongly convicted of the attempted murder of Chris Rafferty.

Marty Lewis - Reese’s partner in the robbery. Jeff granted him immunity from
prosecution so that he would testify against Reese.

Smithfield Crenshaw - Jeff’s defense attorney in the California State Bar ethics
proceedings. Smith is much smarter than Jeff thinks he is.

Leslie Bagby-Lawson - The prosecutor in the California State Bar ethics proceedings
against Jeff.

Alan Warrick - one of the founding partners of Warrick, Thompson. Alan has to fire Jeff
after the State Bar ethics proceedings find him guilty of using perjury to convict Dillon
Reese.

Howard Morgan - the head of the Warrick, Thompson litigation section and Jeff’s Boss.
Vic Ryder - Jeff’s father who never loses faith in him.

Ethan Ryder - Jeff’s brother.

Mary Sue Ryder - Ethan’s wife.

Abigail Rafferty - eight-year-old daughter of Chris and Beth.
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BOOK 3 - KEEPING SECRETS
MAJOR CHARACTERS

Edwin Wynne Carter I1II - Ed has been on Virginia’s death row for thirty-one years. A
former law professor at the University of Richmond, he was convicted of killing his
pregnant wife, Anne, in 1984. He is descended from the Carter family of Carter’s Grove
Plantation and the Wynne family who also owned Carter’s Grove. Ed’s execution is set
for March 3, the day before his son Wynne’s wedding to Claire Chastain.

Brendan Murphy - Brendan is a sixty-six year old partner in the Richmond, Virginia,
office of Craig, Lewis, and Weller. He is convinced that his client, Ed Carter, is innocent
and has been trying to save his life since 1986 when he took over Ed’s representation.
With Ed’s execution day approaching, Brendan is working desperately to prove his
innocence.

Claire Chastain - Claire has transferred from the San Diego Office of Warrick,
Thompson to the New York office to turn the page after Paul Curtis’ marriage. She is
now engaged to Edward Wynne Carter IV. When she learns that his father’s execution
date has been set, she is determined to save her future father-in-law’s life although she
has no criminal law experience.

Edward Wynne Carter IV - Ed’s only son and Claire’s fiancé. He made a fortune in
venture capital in order to use his money to save his father.

Jeff Ryder - Jeff is now working for Claire’s father in the corporate law section at Craig,
Lewis, and Weller’s New York office. Because of his background as a former prosecutor,
Claire asks Jeff to help her save Ed.

Mckenzie Fitzgerald - Mckenzie, a partner at Goldstein, Miller, Mahoney, and
Fitzgerald, has a national reputation as a top litigator who defends banks accused of
money laundering. She has just been nominated to be a justice on the United States
Supreme Court. As a young lawyer, she interviewed Quinn Fairchild, who was with Ed
the night Anne was murdered and who could clear Ed Carter. But Mackenzie forgot to
record the interview and lied about its existence to cover up her mistake. McKenzie is an
opponent of the death penalty and that could hinder her confirmation.

Allison Byrd - Allison Byrd is the law student who became obsessed with Ed and who
stalked him relentlessly. She goes to the dean of the law school and claims that Ed lured
her into an affair by telling her that he would leave his wife for her.



Minor Characters

Anne Mason Fairfax Carter. - Anne is Ed’s wife. Like Ed, she is also from a wealthy
old Virginia family. She was a violinist who hung out with musicians and artists. Ed was
aware of her multiple affairs. She loved the poetry of T.S. Eliot.

Emma Murphy - Anne is a pediatric cardiologist and Brendan Murphy’s wife.

Tyndall Chastain - Tyndall is Claire’s father and a partner at Craig, Lewis, and Weller in
New York. He is Jeff’s current boss.

Morgan Thomas - Morgan and Ed had an affair when they were first-year associates at
Sullivan and Cromwell in New York.

Quinn Fairchild - Quinn was Allison Byrd’s roommate and one of Ed’s students. He
slept with her the night his wife was murdered. She could have provided an alibi if
MacKenzie had reported her statement to Ed’s defense attorneys. She also named Allison
as Anne’s killer.

Caroline Carter - Ed Carter’s mother, Wynne’s grandmother, and the matriarch of the
Carter family.

Joel Fitzgerald - Mackenzie’s only son who was born during Ed’s murder trial. Joel
graduated from Stanford law and is a fifth-year litigation associate in Warrick,
Thompson’s San Francisco Office. McKenzie left Harvard and took the job at Goldstein,
Miller to be close to Joel.

Jenny Miyamoto - Jenny is Joel’s girlfriend. She was the Law Review editor at Berkeley
and could have gotten a highly paid position in Big Law. But she chose to work at Legal
Aid instead because she believes in helping the underdog. Her grandparents were in the
internment camps in World War II.

Hugh Mahoney - Hugh Mahoney is a name partner at Goldstein, Miller, Mahoney, and
Fitzgerald. He is Mckenzie’s close friend and supports her in her nomination hearings
before the Senate.

Paul Curtis - Claire’s former boss in Warrick, Thompson’s San Diego Office. Claire was
in love with Paul and very hurt when he married someone else.



Book 4 - THE DEATH OF DISTANT STARS
MAJOR CHARACTERS

Kathryn Andrews - It was love-at-first-sight for Kathryn when she met Tom Andrews at
Harvard where they were law students in the same class. Now she is oblivious to anything
other than justice for her late husband. The side effects of a drug made by Wycliffe
Pharmaceutical killed Tom. She clings to the remaining bits and pieces of her life with
him. She lives in the same house. She sleeps in the same bed. She refuses to move or
discard his belongings. She still works as a public defender in San Diego in the same
office where he, too, was a public defender. But most of all, she guards her dark secret.
At the time of his death, Tom was in love with another woman. If the drug company
learns about his infidelity, she will lose her chance to punish it for her husband’s
agonizing death.

Hugh Sean Mahoney - Hugh Mahoney grew up poor and angry about the death of his
father during a botched operation when he was twelve. Determined to avenge his father,
at age fifty-five he has become the most feared plaintiff’s attorney in America and one of
the wealthiest. His money can make or break a politician’s career.

He and his wife Buffy are a marriage in name only. Hugh has two weaknesses in life:
scotch and women. For him, mistresses are a dime a dozen. But when he meets the
beautiful and determined Widow Andrews, something inside him shifts, and he is
genuinely in love for the first time. And although his love is hopeless, it is life changing.

Tom Andrews - Tom Andrews grew up in San Diego. He and his two close friends,
Steve Cooper and Paul Curtis, were national and international surf champions from age
twelve. Eventually, the three of them went to law school, Tom and Paul at Harvard and
Steve at Stanford. Tom, unlike Kathryn, did not become jaded and cynical after seventeen
years as a public defender. He still believed in the possibility of innocence. Tom’s
kindness draws everyone to him, including Shannon Freeman, Steve Cooper’s girlfriend.

Steve Cooper - Before his death in an unexplained surfing accident, Steve was an
attorney for the National Resources Defense Council. He had an off-and-on troubled
relationship with Shannon Freeman.

Paul Curtis - Paul Curtis is the third in the trifecta of champion surfers who grew up
together in Pacific Beach. Paul fell hopelessly in love with Kathryn the first time he met
her at Harvard Law, but her heart belonged to Tom Andrews from the beginning.

Paul, now divorced and lonely, tries to comfort Kathryn after Tom’s death while seeking



the relationship with her that he has always wanted. Paul is a litigation partner at Warrick,
Thompson. He advises her to ask Hugh to take Tom’s wrongful death case.

Mark Kelly - Mark is the junior partner assigned to the Goldstein, Miller team working
on Tom’s case. Mark is immediately attracted to Kathryn but is engaged to a firm
paralegal. Mark admires Hugh but dislikes Hugh’s arrogant and vengeful side. Mark
admires Kathryn’s dedication to Tom’s memory and her commitment to the thankless job
of being a public defender.

Shannon Freeman - Shannon Freeman and Steve Cooper have a troubled romantic
relationship. Unlike Kathryn, Shannon is a surfer. When she goes out with Tom and
Steve, Kathryn is deeply jealous although she fights the feeling. As Shannon’s
relationship with Steve becomes more and more troubled, she turns to Tom for comfort
and advice. Kathryn feels that her marriage is slipping through her fingers as Tom makes
more and more excuses to respond to Shannon’s demands for his time. In the months
before Tom’s death, Kathryn is haunted by her fear that Tom is going to leave her for
Shannon.

MINOR CHARACTERS

Patty E Fox - Patty Fox is the other Goldstein, Miller partner assigned to Tom’s case.
Despite her Brahmin pretensions, Kathryn sees that Patty is struggling to keep up with the
responsibilities of being a young Goldstein, Miller partner and the mother of two children
under four. Kathryn grows to like her for it. She finds that Patty is far more human than
her clothes, her pretentious middle initial, and her Brahmin accent advertise.

Elizabeth “Buffy” Chapin Mahoney. Buffy is Hugh’s wife and college sweetheart. She
is from an old-money Atlanta family involved in banking. The love went out of the
marriage years ago when she and Hugh discovered they had nothing in common except
their two daughters. Buffy raised Elise and Erin largely on her own because of the
demands of Hugh’s career.

Elise Elizabeth Mahoney - Elise, who is twenty-nine, is a comparative literature
professor at Duke and is married to an English professor.

Erin Chapin Mahoney - Erin, who is twenty seven, is a second-year associate at Craig,
Lewis, and Weller in New York.

Patrick Mahoney - Patrick Mahoney is Hugh’s older brother and the general counsel of
Fisher Technology Group, the multimillion dollar software-development company
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founded by twenty-nine-year-old, San Fran boy-wonder, Marty Fisher.

Hal Edwards - Hal is the president of the United States. Hugh’s contributions to Hal’s
political campaigns have given Hugh unlimited access to Hal, who curently needs Hugh’s
money to fund his run for a second term in the White House.

Fred Akers - the junior senator from California who wants Hugh to run for his Senate
seat when Akers joins Hal Edwards’ cabinet.

Rachael Roberts - Rachael is a Goldstein, Miller paralegal and Mark Kelly’s fiancée.

Tyrone Lavon Jones - Tyrone is Kathryn’s fourteen-year-old gang client. His case
inspires Hugh to change his life by starting an Innocence Project with Erin.

Mildred Fletcher - Millie is Kathryn’s boss in the Public Defender’s office. Mildred is in
her mid-fifties. She’s five-eight with short curly black hair and dresses in Chanel tweed
suits culled from a second-hand shop that are so impeccably tailored that her appearance
rivals that of Patty E. Fox. Millie Fletcher is a tough African-American woman who
fought her way up the ladder rung by rung until she became one of California’s leading
authorities on the art and science of criminal defense.

Richard Peyton, ML.D. - Dr. Peyton is a medical expert in many of Hugh’s cases. He
refers cases to Hugh for a fee. That arrangement gets Hugh in criminal and ethical
trouble.

Joe Sanders - Hugh’s best private investigator.

Sarah Knight - Sarah makes a cameo appearance as Hugh’s defense attorney.



BOOK 5 - VENGEANCE
MAIN CHARACTERS

Andy Owens - is the only son of financial guru Ella Lawrence Owens and real estate
mogul Lucas Owens. Andy’s successes in life have all been purchased by his parents. He
flunked out of Berkeley, so his parents bought him a college degree from UC San Diego.
Determined to make something of himself, he went to law school until his drinking sent
him to rehab. Out of rehab, he flunked the bar twice and lost the girl he loved to his best
friend, Nate McClellan. Depressed and bitter because his efforts to be anything other than
a spoiled rich boy have failed, he moves into his parent’s vacation home in Coronado and
begins drinking and hard partying until Nate McClellan falls off his father’s yacht, and
he’s charged with his murder.

Charlotte Elizabeth Patrick Estes - grows up in San Diego and went to UCLA on a
track scholarship. She graduates from Georgetown Law School and marries a classmate,
Matthew Estes. Charlotte and Matt open a white collar criminal defense firm in
Washington, D.C. where they raise their twins, lan and Hayden. Their firm grows to
sixty-five attorneys. Goldstein, Miller approaches them about a merger in 2017. Charlotte
is 55. Matt dies suddenly of a heart attack in November 2017. In December, she agrees to
the merger, but asks for a job in the San Diego Office. She becomes a name partner now
that McKenzie Fitzgerald has gone back to work in New York with Tyndall Chastain.
Charlotte wants to go home to San Diego. D.C. isn’t the same without her husband, Matt.
Ian and Hayden stay in D.C. to work at the Goldstein, Miller office.

Charlotte i1sn’t happy when Hugh Mahoney puts her on the Andy Owens case.
Charlotte has a history with Lucas Owens. Lucas broke his engagement to Charlotte to
marry Ella because Ella came from the wealthy Lawrence family.

Sean Channing Donovan is 43. Sean was born in 1975 in Boston. His father was a
career federal prosecutor. Sean went to Princeton and then to Harvard for law school. He
graduated from law school in 2000. He took a clerkship at the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals in San Francisco for two years. Tired of rain, fog, and cold weather he moved to
San Diego and worked as a federal prosecutor. After five years as an Assistant United
States Attorney, he joined Goldstein, Miller at age 32. He became a partner in 2012 at
age 37.

Sean’s wife left him the year he made partner. By spring 2018, Sean’s career is in

trouble at the firm. He has lost two trials in a row for major clients. Hugh Mahoney
assigns Sean to work with Charlotte on the Andy Owens case and tells him his career at
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the firm is over if he and Charlotte can’t get Andy acquitted because Andy’s parents are
the firm’s biggest clients. When Sean protests that he doesn’t want to work with
Charlotte, Hugh says, “Tough luck. You need a win, and this case has to be a win for the
sake of the firm.”

Lucas Owens - Lucas Owens was born in 1959. His father was a career Marine Corps
officer. His father retired as a captain, and his parents now live in North County San
Diego. Lucas married Ella Lawrence for her money, but was disappointed when her
family refused to give him a start in a real estate career after their marriage. When his
earnings eclipsed hers, their marriage really began to go downhill. The point of having
two houses was so they did not have to live together. When Andy took over the
Coronado house, he displaced Lucas, who had to move back in with Ella at the mansion
in Rancho Santa Fe. Lucas would like to rekindle his relationship with Charlotte.

Ella Lawrence Owens - Ella Owens was also born in 1959. Because she was not
particularly attractive, she relied on her money and power to trap Lucas into marriage.
She has had great success as a financial advisor at her father’s firm, Lawrence Securities
and Investments. Lucas hoped for years that she’d fixate on one of her many lovers and
decide to cut him loose from the life of slavery that he’d unwittingly entered into thirty-
three years ago when he became her husband. But no luck. To his eternal disappointment,
he remains her most prized possession.

Tina Hernandez - Tina is 29 and working on her Ph.D. in biology at UC San Diego. She
comes from a big, Hispanic family. Andy met her when she was waiting tables in
Coronado on weekends to pick up some extra money during the summer. During the
school year, she teaches undergraduate biology courses, and year round she works in the
genetics lab at the Salk Institute as part of her Ph.D. program. Andy falls deeply in love
with Tina and wants to turn his life around to be with her. But his mother breaks up the
relationship. Tina then begins to see Nate McClellan.

Nate McClellan - was Andy’s best friend. At the time of his death, he was engaged to
Kinsley Wyatt, the daughter of his father’s law partner, Levi Wyatt. Nate lived his life to
please his father. He went to law school and joined his father’s firm even though he
didn’t want to be a criminal defense attorney. He met Tina when he took on the drug
possession case of her two brothers and fell deeply in love with her while he was engaged
to Kinsley.
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MINOR CHARACTERS

Brian McClellan - Nate’s father. Brian and Levi Wyatt are partners in a noted criminal
defense firm in San Diego.

Luis, Jose, and Sebastian Hernandez - Tina’s brothers who run the Hernandez Moving
Company.

Kyle Jamison - one of Andy’s childhood friends. Kyle is thirty-two and a couple of years
away from partnership at Warrick, Thompson. Kyle is a corporate attorney. His father is
the founder of Jamison Biotech, one of Warrick’s leading clients.

Gavin Neal - also one of Andy’s childhood friends, also thirty-two, and a couple of years
away from partnership at Warrick, Thompson. Gavin, whose father was a banking
executive, was known as a tough civil litigator.

Hugh Mahoney - Hugh hires Charlotte to replace McKenzie Fitzgerald as a name partner
in the Goldstein, Miller firm. Hugh leans on Charlotte to represent Andy Owens even
though she doesn’t want to. Hugh tells her the case needs someone of her experience
because Lucas and Ella are the firm’s biggest clients, and Andy must be acquitted to keep
their business.

Erin Mahoney - Erin is Hugh’s youngest daughter. She gave up her job as an associate at
Craig, Lewis, and Weller in New York to found an innocence project with her father. She
is the only one who believes in Andy’s innocence.

Nicole Mann - a stripper at the Naked Lady Nightclub where Andy and Nate and Kyle
were partying on the night of Nate’s death.

Matthew Estes - was Charlotte’s husband. He met Rosemary Spencer, a client, at the
Four Seasons in Washington, D.C. for a working dinner but was found dead in the
Presidential Suite. The medical examiner says that he died of a heart attack while engaged
in sex with Ms. Spencer.

Rosemary Spencer - a mysterious British National and a client of Matthew Estes,
Charlotte’s husband. Matthew died while in bed with her at the Four Seasons in D.C.
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BOOK 6 - UNFORGETTABLE
MAJOR CHARACTERS

Cameron Rhodes - Cam has led a nearly perfect life. Yale undergrad, Yale law. And he
is the grandson of Tyler Miller, a founding partner of Goldstein, Miller, and Mahoney.
Cam’s father is Blaine Rhodes the number two in Goldstein, Miller, and Mahoney’s
litigation section. A young partner at forty-five with a rich attorney wife and two perfect
daughters, Cam believes that he has everything he could possibly want until the day a
beautiful Irish solicitor, Raven Adair, taps him to defend her father, famed Irish poet and
patriot, Lachlan Adair, who is charged with the murder of his actress wife, Nora Carson.

Raven Adair - Raven is a Trinity College trained lawyer, who devotes herself to running
her father’s business. She is the child of Lachlan Adair and his second wife, Victoria
Duncan. Her unforgettable blue eyes and dark hair make her beautiful and mysterious.
She is also a talented artist. She chooses Cam to defend her father on murder charges and
falls deeply in love with him. She has an older brother, James, and a younger sister,
Skylar.

Lachlan Adair - Lachlan is a famous Irish poet and patriot. He was a soldier in the Irish
Republican Army as a young man in the 1970s. He was born in Dublin in 1950. He
married Sinead O’Mara, another Irish poet, in 1973, when he was 23. They had one son,
James, in December 1973. He taught at Trinity College. This marriage lasted 11 years.

In 1981, he was offered a job teaching at Harvard. James is 8. They move to Boston. He
gets a student pregnant in 1982, Victoria Duncan. The child born in1983 is Raven.
Lachlan marries Victoria in 1984 but never stops philandering.

In 1994, after 13 years of marriage to Victoria, Lachlan gets another student pregnant.
They have a daughter named Skylar. Lachlan leaves Raven and Victoria and moves in
with Skylar and her mother when Raven is 11. He never marries Skylar’s mother.

By 2007, Lachlan, now 57, has moved on from Lindsey but is still married to Victoria.
His novel, Unforgettable, is made into a movie starring 34-year-old actress Nora Carson
(born 1973). He divorces Victoria to marry Nora.

Lachlan owns a townhouse in Back Bay Boston and a summer home in Rancho Sante Fe.
Unforgettable was made into a movie that made him rich. He is accused of killing his
third wife, actress Nora Carson, who was standing in the way of a movie sequel to
Unforgettable.
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Victoria Duncan Adair - Victoria trapped Lachlan into marriage by getting pregnant
when she was studying for her Ph.D. in English Literature at Harvard. Lachlan left his
first wife, Sinead, who was the love of his life, sadly and reluctantly. Lachlan’s marriage
to Victoria was unhappy, and he moved in with another student who was expecting a
child by him when Raven was eleven.

Victoria traded on her credentials as Lachlan’s wife to get a teaching job in the English
Department at Harvard. When her marriage to Lachlan finally ended in 2007, she left
Boston and took a job teaching writing at UC San Diego. Her prestige depends
completely on her connection to Lachlan. As a term of their divorce settlement, she is his
literary executor and will have full control over his lucrative catalogue of fiction works
after his death. Lachlan dead is worth more to her than Lachlan alive.

Nora Carson - Nora grew up in Los Angeles. She went to New York to be a dancer in
musicals when she was twenty. Three years later, she hurt her back and turned to acting.
She played the lead role of Angelique in Unforgettable. Her marriage to Lachlan was the
result of a publicity stunt that went too far. They lived separately from the beginning. He
was teaching at Harvard, and her career was in Hollywood. He bought the Rancho Santa
Fe mansion just to keep up the appearance of living together.

In 2019, Lachlan begins to write a sequel to Unforgettable to be made into a
movie. Nora’s contract for the original movie provides that she would have the right to
play Angelique in a sequel. But Lachlan doesn’t want Nora in the movie. At forty-six,
she’s too old, and her career is declining. Nora threatens to block the new movie if
Lachlan tries to make it without her. On the morning of February 15, Nora is found dead
at the bottom of the stairs in their Rancho Santa Fe mansion. Lachlan is arrested for her
murder.

Seamus O’Mally - Seamus is the owner of Celtic Analytics, a tech firm, that provides
data on internet sales. He is Lachlan’s drinking buddy and companion from the days when
they were IRA soldiers fighting the British for Irish independence.

Jacqueline Miller Rhodes - Jacqueline is sixty-nine. Her father was Tyler Marshall
Miller, a founding partner of Goldstein, Miller. Her husband, Blaine Rhodes, is the
number two attorney in the Goldstein Miller litigation section. Jacqueline’s life revolves
around her garden and her four adult children: Cameron, Addison, Nash, and McKenna.
She gathers all of them at their childhood home in Coronado whenever possible to
celebrate holidays and to dote on her grandchildren.
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Blaine Rhodes - Blaine is also sixty-nine. He went to Yale, joined his father-in-law’s
firm, and earned a reputation as a talented trial attorney. Like his son, he resents having
his professional success attributed to nepotism rather than to his own talent and hard
work. Although he has retired, he still spends more time working at the firm than his wife
would like.

Margaret Alice Courtney - Meg Courtney is thirty-eight. She grew up in Rochester,
New York. She graduated from Brown and went to law school at New York University.
She went to work as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in New York after graduation. She took a
job at Goldstein, Miller as a senior associate in January 2019. Her son, Finn, is four years
old. She is assigned to work on the Lachlan Adair murder case with Cam.

MINOR CHARACTERS

Nash Rhodes - Nash is Cam’s thirty-five-year old brother. He graduated from Stanford
law and passed the bar but decided on an acting career instead. He has been very
successful and is often mobbed by fans.

Jessica Rhodes - Forty-year-old Jessica is Cam’s wife. Jessica was a rising star in the
litigation section at Goldstein, Miller but left the firm to raise their two daughters,
Stephanie, age ten, and Cali, age eight. She is from a wealthy Baltimore family where her
father was a partner in a prominent Baltimore law firm.

Addison Rhodes Ford - Addison is Cam’s thirty-eight year old sister. She is married and
has two daughters, the same age as Cam and Jess’s girls. Her husband, Kurt Ford, is a
partner at Warrick, Thompson.

McKenna Rhodes - McKenna is thirty-three. After college at Wellesley, she became an
assistant fashion editor for Vogue. She is currently working out of the London office.

Finn Courtney - Meg’s precocious four-year-old son.

James Adair - Raven’s older brother. He is a journalist for Reuters with an international
reputation. His mother is the poet, Sinead O’Mara, who is also the love of Lachlan’s life.

Hugh Mahoney - name partner at Goldstein, Miller who still assigns the cases to the
attorneys in the firm despite having ceded his role as managing partner to Mark Kelly.
Hugh, his daughter, Erin, and Kathryn Andrews Kelly run the Andrews/Cooper Innocence
project sponsored by Goldstein, Miller.
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